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ABOUT OURSELVES 


This international organization named “The Islamic 
Seminary’ established under the patronage of His Eminence 
Ayatullah al-Uzma As-Sayyid Abul Qasim al-Musavi al-Khui 
is endeavouring to convey authentic Islamic literature to 
the people of the world. 

The object of this organization is to meet the spiritual 
needs of the present age, to draw the attention of the 
people to real and solid Islamic learning and to safeguard 
this valuable treasure of knowledge which has been 
entrusted to us by the Seal of the Prophets, Muhammad 
and by his Holy Ahlul Bayt. (Peace be upon them). 

This organization has so far published more than 
ninety books in Arabic, English, French Urdu, Sindhi and 
Gujrati which enjoy a high position among the publications 
on Islamic literature. If Allah wills this process of publica- 
tion will continue and will show the Straight Path to the 
humanity. 

Moreoverseighty MakttabSdlnsoliowhich are being run 
under the supervision of the Seminary are playing their 
role for the last nine years in spreading basic Islamic 
education among the children of the nation and it is hoped 
that with the passage of time the number of these schools 
will continue to increase. 

Furthermore, the Seminary also participates in the 
establishment and development of social and welfare 
projects of the community. 

Spreading the message of Islam is a task which needs 
cooperation by all of us. The Seminary invites you to 
participate in this noble task so that the teachings of Islam 
may be spread as much as possible. 

I pray to Almighty Allah to favour us with His kindness 
and blessings. 

Yusuf Ali Nafsi Najafi 
Delegate of Ayatullah al-Khui 


ISLAMIC SEMINARY PUBLICATIONS Mir 


Dear Reader, 


SR sabre ce ak pia 


This book is an Islamic Seminary publication. Its 
publications are designed to cater for the Spiritual needs 
of the age with a particular emphasis on grooming Muslim 
mind and thinking, Utmost efforts have been made by the 
Seminary to put forth in its publications what is really 
authoritative and authentic in Islam. 


You are requested: toidemdly ile cthreuzh this book 
in the spirit in which it is intended, You are also requested 
to communicate to us your free comments on our publi- 
cation, which will be highly appreciated, 


Propagating the message of Islam is a task which calls 
for the co-operation of all. The Seminary invites you to 
join it in this task complying cordially with the verse of 
the Holy Qur’an: “Say: I give you but one admonition, 
that you stand for Allah’s sake jointly and singly” (34:46) 


May Allah bless you! 


Yours in Islam, 
Publication Secretary. 
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 


From time to time there appeared in the horizon of 
Islamic world, certain outstanding personalities, whose 
names have shone in the pages of history like brilliant 
stars. People benifited from their light according to their 
merits and capabilities. Among those few eminent persona- 
lities the name of Shaykh Tusi tops the list. In fact he has 
become immortal by sincerely sacrificing his whole life 
in search of Rnowledge and spreading Islami¢. teachings. 

Shaykh Abu Ja‘far, Muhammad bin Hasan was born 
al Tus, one of the cities of Khurasan (Iran), in the month 
of Ramazan 385 A,H, At the age of 23 he left for Baghdad 
(Iraq) and acquired knowledge from the eminent scholars 
like Shaykh Mufid and Sayyid Murtaza, 

After completing his studies he started delivering 
lectures on Islamic Jurisprudence and its principles. A 
large number of great scholars used to attend his lectures 
and the number of his students reached up to 300, 

After the demise of his teacher, Sayyid Murtaza, in. 
436 A,H,, Shaykh Tusi became the central figure of the 
Shi‘ah world, The Shi‘ah as well as the Sunni scholars 
acknowledged his supremacy in Islamic studies. 

When the First Saljugi King Tugril Beg invaded 
Baghdad in 448 he destroyed the Shi‘ah Public Library and 
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burnt the books of Shaykh Tusi and plundered his house. 
On this critical and dangerous situation he left Baghdad 
and turned to Najaf Ashraf, There he laid the foundation 
stone of religious centre which is still a centre of Shi‘ah 
religious studies. 

It is evident that the high status of Shaykh Tusi does 
not need any explanation and no one can overestimate it. 
If someone wants to know his towering personality he 
should go through his books. He has written many books 
on different subjects. Out of the four famous and out- 
standing books of Shi‘ah: Usulul Kafi, Man la Yahzuruhul 
Faqih, at-Tahzib and al-Istibsar, the last two of them were 
compiled by Shaykh Tusi; on them the edifice of Shi‘aism 
depends. 

He passed away on 22nd Muharram 460 A.H, at the 
age of 75; and according to his will he was buried in his 
own house. Later on his house was turned into a Masjid 
and now Fie one Ot the Side tAheas Masids of Najaf 
Ashraf (Iraq) where the Islamic Scholars discuss and deliver 
lectures on Islamic knowledge. 
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NaI Selo 
In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent the Merciful. 
All praise be to Allah, the Lord 
of the Universe and His blessings 
be on the last of all Prophets and 
Apostles and his infallible des- 
cendants, from whom Allah re- 
moved uncleanness and cleansed 
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them a thorough cleansing', and 

appointed each one of them the 

leader of mankind after the Holy 
Prophet. 


a hh as we 
2) CEN SUN eBay OE 
cies rectcy eesyer- 
One of the most eminent Shi‘ah 
scholars$’ "Shaykh’"AbU Ja‘far 
Muhammad, who was born at 
Tis and buried at Najaf, has 

said: 
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10 [surah al-Ahzib, 33:33, 


The acknowledgement of Allah is 
incumbent on everyone obligated 
to observe the religious precepts, 
because Allah is the Benefactor. 
It is, therefore, necessary for us 
to acknowledge Him so that we 
may be thankful to Him. 
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EXISTENCE: Allah exists for He 
has made the world and brought 
it into existence, and who has 
done so must be existing. 
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mrewsinitice. Allah is self- 
existing in the sense that he does 
not depend on anyone for His 

Presented byzhitps: A com/ 
existence. He is not a possibly 
existing being, for if He had not 
been self-existing, He like this 
world would have required some 
one to bring Him into existence, 
and that is not possible in the 
case of the Benefactor worth of 
worship. 
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ETERNAL: Allah is eternal and 
has always “existed ini the Sense 
that there was no time when He 
did not exist. He will always be 
existing in the sense that there 
will be no time when He will not 
exist. He is All-powerful and has 
the power of willing and choos- 
ing in the sense that if He wills, 
He does a thing and if He does 


not will, He does not do it. This 
13 


is evident for He made the world 
when He liked. 
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OMNIPOTENT: aah the Al- 
mighty can do all that can be 
done and knows all that can be 
known, for all things are on the 
same level in relation to His Holy 
and Absolute Being. To say that 


He can do certain things and can- 
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not do some others, or that He 
knows certain things, but does 
not know some others would 
; mean giving preference to certain 
things to others without any co- 
gent reason, which is impossible. 
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OMNISCIENT: Allah is All- 
knowing in the sense that every- 
thing is clear and manifest to 


Him and there is not anything 
hidden from Him, for Allah’s 
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all acts are perfect and thorough. 
Therefore, He is evidently All- 
knowing. 
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ALL-PERCEIVING: Allah per- 
ceives everything, not with the 
help of any physical means, but 
in the sense that He knows every- 


thing that is perceived by senses, 
16 


for Allah is free from having a 
body and its acéessories. Allah 
Himself says: Eyesight does not 
perceive Him, but He perceives 
eyesight. He is Subile and All- 
knowing. * When Allah says that 
He is All-hearing, All-seeing, that 
means that He knows everything 
that is audible, but not through 
an ear and that He knows every- 
thing that‘is: visibleybut’ not 
through an eye. 
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EVER-LIVING: Allah is living 


lgurah al-An‘am, 6:104. 17 


in the sense that it can be said 
about Him that He is able to do 
everything and that He knows 
everything, for it has been proved 
that He has power and know- 
ledge, and anyone who has power 
and knowledge is certainly living. 
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SPEAKER: Allah is Speaker, not 
in the sense that He speaks physi- 
cally, but in the sense that He 
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creates speech in some organism 
or body so that His message may 
be conveyed to His creatures. He 
has said: Allah spoke to Moses 
in a particular way.’ As Allah is 
Powerful, He is able to speak. 
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TRUTHFUL: Allah is Truthful 
in the sense that He tells actual 
truth, because every lie is abo- 
minable, and Allah is free from 
all that is ugly. 


Igurah an-Nisa’, 4:164. 19 
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THE WILL OF ALLAH: Allah 
has a will in the sense that He 
does a thing as and when He 
deems it fit. He created a parti- 
Presented by: https://jafriibragy.com/, - 

cular thing at a particular time in 
a particular form. He gives orders 
and that shows that He has a will. 
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AVERSION: Allah is averse in 
the sense that He prefers not to 
do a thing that He knows will 
cause evil. He did not create 
certain things at a_ particular 
time, although His Knowledge 
and Power: are‘oalwaysyon the 
same level. He has forbidden 
certain things. That shows His 
aversion. 


MUNG COAL OCs 
GLB 2h PEN C3 SKS 
MONOTHEISM: Allah is One in 
the sense that He has no partner 
in His Divinity. He has said: 
Say: He is Allah, the One. ' 
If He had a partner, there would 
have been conflict between the 
two and that would have caused 
disorder,.as, Allah has said; Had 
there been several gods in the 
heavens and the earth, they would 
have been disordered. » 
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22 ‘surah al-Ikhlas,112:1,  2Surah al-Anbiya', 21:22. 


ABSTRACT: Allah is not com- 

posed of anything. If He had been 

made up of several parts, He 

would have depended on them, 

and a dependent cannot be self- 
existing. 
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IMMATERIAL: Allah is not a 
body, nor a quality nor an 
essence, for if He had been any 
such thing, He would not have 
been self-existing and would have 
required a maker. And that is 
impossible. 
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INVISIBLE: Allah cannot be seen 
by the sense of sight, neither in 
this world, nor in the next, for 
He is Piped byt “Everything visible 
must have a body and a direction 
while Allah is free from them. He 
has said: You will never see 
Me * He has also said: “Eyesight 

does not perceive Him’. 
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24 ‘Surah al-A‘raf, 7:143. 25urah al-An‘am, 6:104. 
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UNCHANGEABLE: Allah is not 
subject to any eventualities, or 
else He would have become tran- 
sient, but His transience is 
impossible. 
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NON-INCARNATION: Allah can 
not be described as incarnate, 
for that would mean the combi- 
nation of the self-existing with 
what is not self-existing and that 


is impossible, 
25 
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NON-COMBINATION: Allah 
does not combine with anything 
else, for combination turns two 
things into one without any addi- 
tion or subtraction and that is 
impossible. Nothing: that is im- 
possible can be attributed to 
Allah. 
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HIS ATTRIBUTES ARE HIS 
‘SELF’: Allah does not have any 
additional concepts or attributes 
in the sense that He is not know- 
ing with knowledge and He is not 
Able with ability,’ for’ if’He had 
any additional attributes, He 
would have been subject to even- 
tualities if these attributes origi- 
nated in time, and there would 
have been several eternal and 
ever-lasting beings if these attri- 
butes had no beginning. Both 
these things are impossible. More- 
over, in this case the Self-exist- 


ing Being will be in need of His 

attributes supposed to be distinct 

from Him and thus will no long- 

er remain self-existing, which is 
absurd, 
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Jasob 
INDEPENDENT: Allah is In- 
dependent in the sense that He 


is not in need of anyone or any- 
28 


thing else, for being self-existing 
He cannot be needy. Allah has 
no direction and no place, for 
anyone having direction and place 
is in need of them. Further, it 
has proved that Allah is not an 
organism, nor is He an essence 
nor a quality. Therefore He does 
not have a place or a direction. 
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ABSOLUTE: Allah does not 
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have a child or a wife for it has 
been proved that He is not in 
need of anyone else. Further all 
that is besides Him is not self- 
existing. Then how can a non- 
self-existing being become self- 
existing? The Holy Qur’an says: 
There is not anything like Him. ' 
Jesus is like Adam. Allah created 
him from clay ~. 
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JUSTICE: Allah is Just and 


30 ‘surah ash-Shura’, 42:11. Surah A li-Imran, 3:59. 


Judicious in the sense that He 
does not do anything obnoxious 
and does not derange what is 
obligatory to do because what 
is obnoxious is a fault and 
deranging what is obligatory will 
be a fault. Therefore Allah is free 
from everything obnoxious and 
from disturbing anything obliga- 
tory. 
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It is a disputed point whether it is a matter of common- 
sense or a matter of Islamic law that certain things are 
right and certain others are wrong. We hold that it is a 
matter of commonsense that certain things like justice, 
truth, honesty and faithfulness are right and certain things 
like tyranny, oppression, and transgression are wrong. 
The Asha‘irah maintain that it is only a matter of Islamic 
law in both cases. Therefore only that which has been 
described by it as right, is right and only that which has 
been described by it as evil, is wrong. 
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RESIGNATION TO THE WILL 
OF ALLAH: It is obligatory to 
be content, with what. has been 
destined and decreed by Allah. 
Whatever has happened or will 
ever happen takes place by Divine 
decree and fate appointed by 
Allah but that does not mean 
any compulsion or coersion, for 
Divine decree in this case means 
Divine knowledge and announce- 
ment. What is meant is that Allah 
32 


knows everything as it is and 
makes an announcement about 
it. 
SSS 
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most proper, otherwise, it,, will 
follow that He does things in 
vain also, which He does not, 
for He says: Do you think that 
We have created you in vain? ' 
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GRACE: Showing grace is incum- 
bent on Allah, He had created 
people and furnished them with 
passion. If He does not show 
grace to them, that would mean 
alluring ‘ther, “whith is’ bad. In 
this case grace signifies furnishing 
arguments, developing intellect, 
sending Prophets during the 
period fixed for their sending 
and after their termination con- 
tinuation of the Imams so that 
the chain of obtaining the objec- 
tive may not be broken. 
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PROPHETHOOD: Our Prophet 
Muhammad (May Allah’s blessing 


and peace be on him and his 
35 


descendants) s/o Abdullah, s/o 
Abdul-Muttalib, s/o Hashim, s/o 
Abd Munaf, is a true and rightful 
Prophet. He claimed Prophet- 
hood and wrought miracles, 
which proved that he was a true 
Messenger of Allah. His greatest 
miracle is the Holy Qur’an--the 
glorious distinguisher between 
truth and falsehood. It will 
continue’to: exist" tik the’ Day of 
Resurrection. It is a proof of its 
authenticity for the whole man- 
kind. It is inimitable on account 
of its extraordinary eloquence 
and the beauty of its diction and 
style. When challenged, no rhe- 
torician or man of letters could 
produce even a small surah (chap- 
ter) or a complete verse like it. 
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Our Prophet (May Allah’s bless- 
ing and peace be on him and his 
descendants); waspsajaPrephet to 
himself before he was formally 
raised. Afterwards he was a 
Prophet for the whole mankind. 
He himself has said: ‘I was a 
Prophet when Adam was still 
between water and clay’’. And if 
it were not so then preference to 
the inferior over superior be- 


comes necessary which is absurd. 
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INFALLIBILITY: All Prophets 
were infallible and free from all 
defects, sins, and negligence and 
forgetfulness in their deeds and 
sayings from their early child- 
hood till their death, for if they 


had committed a sin or a mistake, 
38 


they would have lost their posi- 
tion in the hearts of the people 
who would not have had con- 
fidence in what they said or did. 
In this way the benefits of Pro- 
phethood would have come to 
naught. Therefore certain stories 
mentioned about them in the 
Holy Qur’an must be explained 
away. 
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The Prophets (Peace be on them) 

must be the best and the most 

learned men of their time, for it 

is absurd to give preference to 
the inferior people. 39 
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THE SEAL OF THE PROPHETS: 
Our Prophet (May Allah’s bless- 
ing and peace be on him and his 
descendants) was the last of all 
the Prophets and Apostléesin the 
sense that there would no more 
be any Prophet till the Day 
of Resurrection. Allah says: 
Muhammad is not the father of 
any of your men, but he is the 
Messenger of Allah and the seal 
of the Prophets ., 


40 ISurah al-Ahzab, 33:40. 
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THE SUPERIORITY OP “THE 
HOLY PROPHET: Our Prophet 
is superior to all other Prophets, 
for his Prophethood has proved 
and he himself has informed us 
of his superiority. The Holy 
Prophet said to Fatimah: “Your 
father is the best of all Prophets; 
your husband is the best of all 
successors; you are the chief of 


all the women of the world, and 
your sons, Hasan and Husayn 
are the chiefs of the youth of 
Paradise, but their father is 
superior to them,”’ 
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ASCENSION: The oe Prophet’ S 
‘Ascension’ with his physical 
body openly, not in a sleeping 


state, is a true fact. The reports 
42 


L 


about this event are continuous, 
clear and specific. Therefore any- 
body who denies it is outside the 
pale of Islam. The Holy Prophet 
passed through the gates of the 
heavens, so there was no question 
of their being torn and patched 
up again. The flimsy arguments 
in this connection have been re- 
futed at their appropriate place. 
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ABROGATION OF PREVIOUS 
RELIGIONS: The religion of our 
43 


Prophet has abrogated previous 
religions, for what is suitable 
changes with the change of time 
and persons as the treatment of 
a patient changes with the change 
in temperament and disease. 
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LEADERSHIP OF IMAM ALI: 
Ali ibn Abi Talib is the Imam 
after our Prophet (May Allah’s 
blessing and peace be on him and 
his descendants). The Holy Pro- 


phet addressing Imam Ali said: 
“Ali, You" °‘are“osnry'>brother, 
the heir of my knowledge, my 
successor after me and payer of 
my debt. You are to me as Aaron 
was to Moses, but there shall be 
no prophet after me.” The Holy 
Prophet also said: “Greet Ali as 
the Commander of the Faithful, 
listen to him and obey him. Get 
knowledge from him but do not 
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teach him.” On another occasion 

the Holy Prophet said: “This Ali 

is the master of him whose master 

I am. May Allah be friendly to 

him who is friendly to Ali and 

be hostile to him who is hostile 
to Ali.”’ 
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THE LEADERS OF ISLAM: 
Following Imam Ali there are 
eleven leaders in his progeny 
(Peace be on them). The first of 
them is his son, Hasan, then 
Husayn, then Ali ibn Husayn, 
then Muhammad ibn Ali, then 


Ja‘far ibn Muhammad, then Musa 
ibn Ja‘far, then Ali ibn Musa, 
then Muhammad ibn Ali, then 
Ali ibn Muhammad, then Hasan 
ibn Ali then al-Hujjah al-Qa’im al- 
Mahdi al-Hadi ibn Hasan, Master 
of the Time (May Allah hasten 
his blessed advent). They are all 
rightful Imams, one after another, 
for each one of them designated 
the pnext« one: asiiihis,. successor. 
The reports of this designation 
are continuous. The Holy Prophet 
himself has said: ‘‘This son of 
mine, Husayn is an Imam, son 
of an Imam, brother of an Imam 
and father of nine Imams. The 
ninth of them is their Qa’im who 
will fill the earth with justice and 
fairplay as it be filled with 
4g tyranny and oppression.” 
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IMAMS ARE INFALLIBLE: All 
the Imams are necessarily infalli- 
ble and cleansed of all sins, petty 
or grave, committed intention- 
ally or unintentionally, pertaining 
to sayings or doings, for if they 
committed sins, they would lose 
their position in the hearts of the 
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people who would not have con- 
fidence in them. In such a condi- 
tion how would they guide the 
straying and the misleading? 
There is a consensus of opinion 
that no one is infallible except 
the 12 Imams. Thus their leader- 
ship is an established fact. 
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SUPERIORITY OF IMAM: The 


Imams must necessarily be most 
50 


learned and the best of all people. 
Should they not be so, giving 
preference to the inferior with- 
out any cogent reason would 
follow, which is absurd by all 
rational and traditional standards. 
The excellence of our Imams is 
well-known. Their superiority is 
clearer than daylight and surer 
than the day which has passed. 
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THE RELIGION OF THE 
ANCESTORS OF THE PRO- 
PHETS AND IMAMS: It must be 
believed that the fore-fathers of 
our Holy Prophet and our Imams 
have always been Muslims. Not 
only that but most of them have 
been deputies. The reports about 
Abu Talib’s Islam which have 
come down to us from the mem- 
bers ofthe: Holy::Prophet?s/ House 
are indisputable and exact. His 
life account is also a proof of 
His Islam. 
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THE AWAITED SAVIOUR: The 
awaited Mahdi, Muhammad ibn 
Hasan (Peace be on him) was 
born during the lifetime of his 
father. He is in occultation, but 
is alive and:.will,.continue ta, live 
so long as the world lasts, for an 
infallible Imam must exist at all 
times. It is an agreed opinion of 
the Ummah that there could be 
no time when there would not 
be a master, either known and 
manifest or hidden and concealed. 
Moreover, Allah’s grace is obliga- 
tory at all times. The Imam is His 
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grace and so his existence is also 
obligatory. 
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His long life is not a far-fetched 
idea, for during the past ages 
many other persons such as Pro- 
phet Shu‘ayb, Noah, Luqma, 
Khizr and Isa (Jesus) (Peace be 
on them) and Iblis (the Devil) 
and Dajjal (the Imposter) lived 
three thousand years or more. 
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Moreover long life is possible, 
and whatever is possible, is with- 
in the power of Allah. 
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Imam Mahdi (Peace be on him) is 
not expected to have concealed 
himself of his own accord, for 
he is infallible and he cannot 
refrain from doing what is obli- 
gatory. Nor can be ordered by 
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Allah to conceal himself, for 
Allah being Just and Judicious 
would not order him to do a 
wrong thing. Obviously it is 
improper for an Imam to hide 
himself from the eyes and to 
deprive the people from being 
benefited by his instructions. 
Therefore his occultation is due 
to the abundance of the enemies 


and the infidels and the paucity 
Presse She sup] sorters.” 
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The Mahdi must reappear for the 
Holy Prophet has said: ‘Even if 
only one hour of the world was 
left, Allah would lengthen that 
hour until a man of my progeny 
would appear. His name would 
be the same as my name and his 
patronymic (kunya ) “would. be 
the same as my partonymic. He 
would fill the earth with justice 
and fairplay as it would be filled 
with tyranny and oppression. It 
would be obligatory for every- 
body to follow him. 
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Certain benefits continue to 
accrue from the Imam even during 
his occultation in the same way 
as the sun is beneficial even when 
it is under the cloud or a lamp is 
beneficial even when it is behind 


a curtain. 
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THE RETURN (RAJ‘ AH) : Dur- 
ing the time of the Mahdi (May 
Allah hasten his blessed advent) 
our Holy Prophet and our in- 
fallible Imams (Peace be on 
them) will return to this world 
along Wiehe bo dy,,,.of con 
belonging to the past and the 
subsequent nations, with a view 
to demonstrate their power and 
establish their rights. This is what 
has been expressly mentioned by 
a number of continuous reports 
and Qur’anic verses, Allah says: 

The day on which We will assem- 
ble a group from every people '. 


Isurah an-Nami!, 27;83. 59 


Therefore it is obligatory to 
believe in the doctrine of ‘Return’ 
(raj‘ah). 
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THE RESURRECTION: Surely 
Allah will physically resurrect 
the dead as they were in this 
world in order to restore the 
rights to all those to whom they 


were due. The Resurrection of 
60 


the dead is not inconceivable and 
the Prophets have informed us of 
it. The Holy Qur’an is full of the 
verses telling about Resurrection, 
and there is no possibility of 
interpreting them in some other 
way. Therefore it is obligatory 
to have belief in physical Resur- 
rection. 
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FAITH IN THE MESSAGE OF 
THE HOLY PROPHET:- It is 
obligatory! ototohaveofaith in all 
that has been conveyed by the 
Holy Prophet and the Imams 
including what they have said 
about the Prophethood of the 
past Prophets, about the revealed 
Books, the existence of the 
angels, the account of what is 
going to happen in the grave, its 
punishment and its reward, revivi- 
62 


fication, its horrors, reckoning, 
the ‘balance’, the path, speaking 
of the limbs and organs, the exis- 
tence of the Paradise, the Hell 
and the Fountain (a reservoir of 
nectar in Paradise) from which 
Imam Ali, Amirul Mu’minin 
will give water to the thirsty to 
drink on the Day of Resurrec- 
tion, intercession of the Holy 
Prophet atfd the Imams on behalf 
of those who loved them out of 
the perpetrators of grave and 
deadly sins. The infallible Imams 
and the Holy Prophet have told 
us about all these things. 
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REPENTANCE: Repentance, 
means regretting about anything 
wrong committed in the past, 
ceasing to commit it immediately 
and taking a firm decision not 
to commit it in future. It is obli- 
gatoryo as’ So “Many verses of the 
Holy Qur’an and the traditions 
of the Holy Prophet clearly 
indicate. Commonsense also 
appeals that one must take steps 
to ward off any possible harm. 


ee 


5G Vw eQarsc re: Ligashe ay) 


64 


SAE yeh Solel 
al OerV5 
ENJOINING GOOD AND FOR.- 
BIDDING EVIL: Urging what 
is right and forbidding what 
is evil are obligatory provided 
there is a chance of their being 
effective and there is no fear 
of any harm. 
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INVOCATION: O Allah! We com- 


plain of the loss of our Prophet, 
65 


the absence of our Guardian, 
the paucity of our number and 
the abundance of our enemies, 
Therefore, O Allah, hasten the 
reappearance of our Guardian, 
the master of the Time. (May 
peace be on him) O Compa- 
ssionate! O Benefactor! 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES 

The acknowledgement of Allab (P-11) 

1. The first step in religion is His recognition; the perfec- 
tion of His recognition is His acknowledgement; the perfec- 
tion of His acknowledgement is to confirm His monotheism. 
(Peak of Eloquence, Sermon-1, ISP - 1984) 

Self-Existence (P-12) 

2. Not being subject to any need, Allah is free from 
limitations of time and space. He is above them. A being 
who occupies space, naturally needs it to exist, and one 
who is confined to time, can exist only under certain 
conditions at a particular time, Hence, a being not time- 
bound is eternal and always exists, and does not depend on 
any thing. 

Omnipotent (P-14) 

3. Allah is Omniscient; hence to say that He knows 
certain things and does not know some other things is 
an absurd and busedesgtiddeay: Dttos://jafrilibrary.com/ 

Ommiscient (P-15) 

4. Allah is Omniscient because all the things existing in 
the universe are the manifestations of His knowledge and 
indicate that the First cause has intellect and wisdom. 

Does not the construction and function of human 
eye testify that its Creator is fully conversant with the 
physical laws concerning the reflection of light and the 
working of lenses and mirrors? 

Does not the composition of human blood with plasma 
and various types of corpuscles with such a fixed proportion 
that the slightest change in it disturbs the whole biological 
system, clearly shows that the Creator of the blood knew 
the chemical composition and properties of all the in- 
gredients of blood fully well? 

Does not the construction of human, animal and plant 
world with all the perfect and yet complex system mani- 


fest that the creation has been created by a Being who 
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possesses complete knowledge of all the laws concerning 
the human, animal and plant physiology? 

Does not the special design of the solar system and 
the fixed proportion between the size, distance and speed 
of each planet of this enormous and splendid system prove 
that the Designer is fully aware of all the details of the law 
of gravitation and the effects of the rotatory motion in 
producing centrifugal forces? 

Hence, all that exists in the universe, from the smallest 
particles to the greatest galaxies, bear witness to the fact 
that Allah — the Creator has the perfect knowledge of all 
the connected Jaws and norms existing in the universe. 

Speaker (P-18) 

5. Imam Ja‘far Sadiq has said: “Allah was forever know- 
ing in His Existence when there was nothing to be known 
and was All-Powerful when there was nothing over which 
He could exercise power.’’ The transmitter of the tradition 
recounts, “I said, ‘and He had speech.’ The Imam replied, 
“The wor ¢Ralamh pis Created ANAWASUhd He had no 
speech, Then He created and brought into being the word 
(Kalam)” (Biharul Anwar vol. II p. 147). 

Imam Riza _ has said: “Speaking of Allah with His 
creatures is not like speaking of one creature to another. 
Allah does not speak with mouth and tongue’(but He 
infuses speech in His creatures) (Biharul Anwar vol. IV 
p. 152). 

Truthful (P-19) 

6. All the Divine Messages conveyed by the Messengers 
of Allah to the mankind are His true manifestations. Allah 
is above declaring any false thing. Whatever He says accords 
with truth. The Holy Qur'an says; And what We sny is but 
truth (Surah An‘am, 6:147) 

The Will of Allab (P-20) 

7. The Will of Allah means whenever Allah wills a thing 
it comes into existence without any delay. It does not 
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mean that Allah like, we human beings, first intend a thing 
and then make preparation for it and finally it is completed. 
The Creation of Allah is itself the will of Allah. The Holy 
Qur’an says: When We want*to bring something into 
existence, Our command is, ‘‘Be”’, and it comes to existence. 
(Surah an Nahl, 16:40) 

Monotbeism (P-22) 
8. Allah is One, but His Oneness is not mathematical 
entity. He is Eternal, having no beginning nor end. His 
Being and Existence is not in need of any support or help 
from anyone, (His creatures) 

Immaterial (P-23) 
9, Matter and Form; Matter is composed of four dimen- 
sions i.e. length, breadth, depth and time. 

Form is related to qualities and attributes of matter. 

Allah, the Creator of matter and form is above 
matter and form. He neither possesses matter nor form. 
Hence it is not possible to attribute any quality of matter 
to Him e.g. motion, stillness, heaviness, lightness, space, 
time etc; nop can. we attribute any ayality of form to Him 
e.g. softness, hardness, coolness, heat, expansion, contrac- 
tion etc. Neither He sleeps nor slumbers nor becomes 
happy or sad etc. He is Unique and Absolute. Nothing is 
similar to Him. In short He is above all the qualities and 
attributes of His Creations. 

Invisible (P-24) 
10, Zi‘lab, an inhabitant of Yemen and a companion 
of Imam Ali once asked, “O Amirul Mu’minin! Have you 
ever seen Allah?” Imam Ali said: ‘Do I worship Him 
whom I have not visualized?” Zi‘lab asked, ‘‘How have 
you seen Him my master?” Thereupon Imam replied: 

“Eyes cannot see Him in the way they see physical 
bodies, but minds can visualize His Existence with the 
purity of their faiths and sincerity of their beliefs. He is 
near to everything in the world but this nearness is not 
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physical. He is away from everything, but this does not 
mean His indifference in the existence and well-being of 
his creatures. He commands but is not obliged to pre- 
meditate or think before what He is commanding, He 
wishes but is not compelled to weigh the matter and to 
deliberate over it before hand (His Knowledge is so supreme 
that there never was and will never be any necessity of 
deliberation or premeditation on His part). He creates but 
without the help of body or form. (He has no body nor 
any form). He cannot be seen physically but it does not 
mean that He cannot be visualized. He is the Supreme Lord 
of the Universe but He is not an oppressive dictator. He 
can see everything but senses cannot be attributed to Him. 
He is Kind and Merciful but soft-heartedness is not His 
characteristic. Everything in the Universe is humble before 
Him and everything is afraid of His Wrath."(Peak of 
Eloquence, Sermon - 184) 

There are certain conditions by which an object can 
be seen e.g. the object should be in sight; the existence of 
light, distaneeceolous andlimits; bys Allak ds,yot confined 
in limits, Hence seeing of Allah means that He is conceived 
in His signs and manifestation. His signs in the universe are 
the clear evidence and proof of His Existence. 


Everything at Every Stage is His Sign 

Some people appear to be of the opinion that Allah 
should be looked for only at the beginning of the creation. 
The point on which they base this discussion of natural 
theology is; How this world began? From what did the 
primary matter of cosmos originate? How did the first 
living cell come into existence? How did the first man 
emerge? They concentrate their attention on these ques- 
tions as if the man who is born today cannot lead to 
the belief in the existence of Allah, or that thousand upon 
aia of living organisms appearing every moment are 


not a sign of His existence, and they have no alternative 
but to go to the origin of life or the genesis of cosmos to 
gain the knowledge of Allah. 

But the Qur’anic method’ of natural theology is just 
the opposite. The Qur’an regards all the ordinary cases of 
birth, death, growth of plants, movement of air and 
clouds, the shining of the sun and the rotation of stars, 
as living and manifest signs of the Existence, Power and 
Wisdom of Allah. 

Every arrangement that exists within the smallest 
portion of protoplasm or a molecule of a body or the heart 
of an atom leads to the knowledge of Allah. (Philosophy 
of Islam p. 87, ISP - 1982) 

Unchangeable (P-25) 

11, Allah is not Subject to any Worldly Changes: 

Owing to ups and downs of time, we experience 
different kinds of feelings in our lives. Sometimes we fall 
in errors, experience sorrow, anger, wrath etc. and some- 
times we exprience joy, happiness, pleasure and gladness 
which make ouPlfe pléabant and charming Y.com/ 

Secondly, our life is divided into three different 
periods and stages. Every period has its definite dimensions 
and we pass through these stages of life. They are child- 
hood, youth and old age. 

Now, can we say that Allah also experiences these 
three stages of life as we do? Certainly not. We cannot 
imagine these stages and periods in respect of Allah, because 
these stages are possible for the creatures and Allah is the 
Creator above time and space; hence He cannot be subjected 
to any worldly changes and incidents, 

His Attributes are His ‘Self’ (P-27) 

12, The true belief in His Oneness is to realize that He 
is absolutely pure and unique and above nature, that 
nothing can be added to or substracted from Him because 
there is no difference between His Being and His Attributes 
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and whoever acknowledges His Attributes to be an addi- 
tion to His Being abandons the concept of monotheism 
and believes in duality (He and His Attributes). Such a 
person, in fact, believes Allah to exist in parts (one that 
sees, the other that hears etc), and one who holds such a 
belief cannot form the true concept of Allah (Peak of 
Eloquence Sermon 1). 

Religion depends on recognition; recognition depends 
on acknowledgement; acknowledgement depends on pure 
monotheism; monotheism depends on negation of simi- 
larity ; negation of similarity depends on not believing that 
His Attributes are separate from His Being; and pure 
monotheism depends on negation of all the additional 
Attributes. (Tuhaful ‘Ugil, p. 50) 

Justice (P-30) 

13. When we say that good and evil are rational concep- 
tions it means that intellect judges certain actions or things 
to be good and others to be evil, and Shari‘ah (Islamic law) 
also confirms and acknowledges them e.g. truth, loyalty, 
gratefulnéssctewardsbthe benificentipjustice etc. are good 
things and things like injustice, treachery, corruption, 
homicide etc. are evil deeds deserving punishment. In these 
matters intellect instantly issues the descision before the 
Shari‘ah decrees of its being good or evil. 

Imam Musa Kazim said to Hisham: “O Hisham! 
There are two proofs of Allah for mankind, exoteric proof 
and esoteric proof. The Prophets, the Messengers and the 
Imams are the exoteric proof; and the human intellect is 
the esoteric proof.”’ (Usul-ul-Kafi, vol.l). 

Resignation to the Will of Allab (P-32) 
14. After the Battle of Siffin, somebody asked Imam Ali 
whether they had been destined to fight against the Syrians. 
Imam Ali replied: “If by destiny you mean a compulsion 
(physical or otherwise) through which we are forced (by 
nature) to do a thing then it is not so. Had it been an 
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obligation of that kind there would have been no question 
of reward for doing it and punishment for not doing it 
(when you are physically forced to do a thing, like breathing, 
sleeping, eating, drinking etc, thén there can be no reward 
for doing it and no retribution for not doing it. In such 
cases nature forces you to do a thing and you cannot but 
do it), then the promised blessings and punishments in life 
after death will have no meaning. The Merciful Lord has 
given his creatures (human beings) complete freedom to do 
as they like, and then prohibited them from certain actions 
and warned them of the consequences of such actions (His 
Wrath and His Punishments), These orders of Allah carry 
in them the least trouble and lead us towards the most 
convenient ways of life and the rewards which He has 
promised for good deeds are many times more than the 
actions actually deserve, He sees people disobeying Him 
and tolerates them not because He can be overruled or be 
compelled to accept human supremacy over Him. He did 
not send His Prophets to amuse Himsel! or provide amuse- 
ment for thent. He did Hoy reveat Hig’ Graers without any 
genuine reason nor has He created the galaxies and the 
earth without any purpose. The universe without plan, 
purpose and programme is the idea of infidels and the 
pagans, sorry will be their plight in the leaping fires of Hell.” 
Hearing this the man asked Imam Ali, “Then what 
kind of destiny was it that we had?” Imam Ali replied; “‘It 
was the command of Allah to do it like the command He 
has given in His Holy Book: You are destined by Allah to 
worship none but Him, (Surah Bani Isra‘il, 17:23) Here 
‘destined’ means ‘commanded’ it does not mean physical 
compulsion”. 
The Holy Quran is a miracle (P-36) 
15, The Holy Qur'an: We believe that the Holy Qur’an is 
revealed by Allah through the Holy Prophet of Islam 
dealing with everything which is necessary for the guidance 
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of mankind. It is an everlasting miracle of the Holy Prophet 
the like of which cannot be produced by human mind. It 
excels in its eloquence, clarity, truth and knowledge. This 
Divine Book has not been tampered with by anyone, This 
Holy Book which we recite today is the same Holy Qur'an 
which was revealed to the Holy Prophet. Anyone who 
claims it to be otherwise is an evil-doer, a mere sophist or 
else he is sadly mistaken, All of those who have this line of 
thinking have gone astray as Allah says: Falsehood cannot 
reach the Qur'an (on any account) from any direction. 
(Surah Ha mim Sajdah, 41;42) 

One of the various testimonies of the Holy Qur'an 
being a miracle is that as time passes by and arts and 
science make advancement its pleasant freshness everlast- 
ingly remains the same. Its supreme aims and ideals still 
remain on the height of glory. There happens to be no 
dispute with it as regards to an established fact of any 
branch of knowledge nor is there any contradiction in 
its philosophy and meaningful assertions. 

Inpamdajtar bas :said;.//Qurlanis diving. its message 
never dies. It turns like the turning of day and night, it 
is in motion like the sun and the moon, It will embrace the 
last of us, as it embraced the first of us.”” (al-Ayyashi) 

The Holy Prophet (P-37) 

16. Just as Allah commenced His Recorded Book (the 
Holy Qur’an) with His sacred Name, He commenced, the 
Book of Genesis (the universe) with the most noble and 
Holy name i.e, the reality of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
whose Divine light was created before the creation. 

The Holy Prophet has said, ‘The first manifestation, 
which Allah created and then He commenced the genesis 
of the universe, was my light.” 

Muhammad bin Sinan has reported to have said, 
“Once when | was in the presence of Imam Muhammad 
yi the Imam said, ‘‘Muhammad you should know that 


Allah-is Unique and Absolute in His Being. There was 
nothing except His Existence. Then He created Muhammad, 
Ali and Fatimah (Peace be upon them). After the creation 
of their light, they remain in that status for thousands of 
years” (Usulul Kafi, vol, I, p. 239; Wafi vol. II, p. 155) 
Infallibility (P-38) 
17. Similarly those who believe that on the Day of Judge- 
ment Allah will show Himself to His creatures and they 
will see Him are non-believers even though by verbal 
statement they continue saying that Allah has no body. 
This group of people has only accepted the apparent mean- 
ing of the Holy Qur’an and the traditions without using 
their intelligence to understand the letter and spirit of the 
verses of the Holy Qur'an. Consequently, this wrong 
conception has made them to think that if they at all 
interpret the Holy Qur’an by their intelligence it will 
amount to misinterpretation although the fact is that they 
have ignored to comprehend the real meaning of the Holy 
Qur’an as they have not taken into consideration the figures 
of speech by wayof metaphors and /similiesswhichare used 
in a language for purpose of explaining the nature of things, 
It is because of this passive thinking that these people can- 
not understand the true meaning of the Holy Qur'an. 
Abrogation of Previous Religions (P-43) 
18. The Shari‘ah (code of law) of the previous Prophets 
were limited within their own periods, but the Shari'ah 
of our Holy Prophet will continue to remain till the Day of 
Resurrection beeause it was revealed on the Holy Prophet 
as the last and perfect Divine code for mankind. 
Leadership of Imam Ali (P-45) 
19, Imamate, like Prophethood, is also a Divine assign- 
ment designated by the Holy Prophet. The first occasion 
on which the Holy Prophet explicity declared the Imamate 
of Imam Ali was when he invited his close relatives in 


comnection with the announcement of his Prophethood, 
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Pointing towards Imam Ali he declared; “Heismy brother, 
inheritor (Wasi) and vicegerent (Khalifa) after me. You 
must listen to him and obey him.” 

The Holy Prophet has also said to Imam Ali, “You 
are to me as Harun (Aaron) was to Musa (Moses) except 
that there will be no Prophet after me.” 

And on the day of Ghadir the Holy Prophet made a 
formal declaration of the succession of Imam Ali and said; 
“() faithtul believers! Of whomsoever I am the master and 
leader, this Ali is also his master and the leader. O Lord! 
Love him who loves Ali and be enemy of him who is an 
enemy of Ali. Help him, who helps Ali and forsake him 
who forsakes Ali. And let truth be always with Ali.”’ 

The following Qur’aniec verse was also revealed 
on the day of Ghadir: O Prophet! Convey to the people 
that which Allah has revealed to you (regarding the succes- 
sion of Ali). If you fail to do so, it would be as though you 
have not discharged the duty of Prophethood. Allah 
protects you from the (mischief) of the people. (Surah al- 
Ma’idalp @feNied by: https://jafrilibrary.com/ 

‘The Holy Qur'an also says: Only Allah, the Messenger 
and the true believers who are steadfast in prayers and pay 
Zakat while bowing during prayers, are your guardians. 
(Surah al-Ma’idah, 5:60) 

This verse was revealed when Imam Ali gave away his 
ring to a beggar as alms while he was in a state of bowing 
during prayers, 

There are many other authentic narrations as well as 
verses of the Holy Qur’an which can be quoted in proof 
of Imam Ali’s leadership over the people. 

Superiority of Imam (P-50) 

20. The Holy Prophet has said: 
“T am the city of knowledge and Ali is its gate.” 

“The best judge amongst you is Ali.”’ 
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The Return (P-59) 
21. Before the Day of Resurrection Allah will resurrect 


a body of men indicates that a group of people will be 
resurrected before the Day of Resurrection because on 
the Day of Resurrection all the people will be resurrected. 
Hence a day will appear before the Day of Resurrection 
which is called Raj‘ah (The Return). 

Enjoining good and forbidding evil (P-65) 

22. It is necessary to know that these two acts — enjoining 
good and dissuading others from the forbidden acts — are 
obligatory and greatly revered. 

The Holy Prophet has said: “All the good deeds of 
religion, when compared with the Jihad in the way of 
Allah, are just like a mouthful of water compared with the 
river. And all the good deeds together with the Jihad, 
when compared with the enjoining the good and forbidding 
the evil, are just like a mouthful of water compared with 
the river.” 

Imam Ali has said, “Do you know why Allah punished 
the previous ‘satu EN "Solis URLY “AMeadoned 
enjoining others to do good deeds and to prohibit them 
from indulging in vice and sin. He punishes both the wise 
and the fool for their sins of commission and omission.” 

But unfortunately these days very few people act on 
these instructions. Imam Muhammad Baqir has said: 

“Time will come when people will neither enjoin 
others to do good deeds nor dissuade them from evil deeds. 
Unless they know they would not come to any harm they 
would provide themselves with the excuses (not to act 
upon these two duties). Then the wrath of Allah will 
be complete upon them; and the Punishment from Allah 
will overwhelm them.” 

This tradition reveals the state of Muslims of these 
days; for many of them have given up enjoining good 
and dissuading others from the forbidden acts. It is for this 
reason that they are being attacked by the infidels, These 
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infidels have taken away their property, have occupied 
their territories, have economical and political control 
over them, and have interfered with their Religion. The 
Muslims have been subjected to humiliation because they 
ignored the Islamic code of life, but in the past they did 
enjoy an era of prosperity and success by faithfully acting 
upon the Islamic law. 
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r Pies 
IMAM ALI (P) ON 


“Have you fully realized 

what Islam is? 

It Is indeed a religion 

founded on truth. 

it is Such @ fountain-head of learning 
that several streams of 

wisdom and knowledge 

flow fram it, 


It is such a lamp 

that several lamps 

will be fghted from it. 

it is a lofty beacan of light 

Ituminating the path of Allah, 

It is such a set of principles and belefs 


that will fully satisfy 
every seeker of 
resented by: https://jafrilibrary.com/ ¥th end reality, 
‘ Know you all 

that Atiah has made Islam 

the most sublime path 

for the attainment 

of Hig supreme pleasure 

and the highest standard of 

His worship and obedence. 

He has favoured it 

with noble precepts, exalted principles. 
undoubtable arquments, 

unchallengeabie supremacy 

and undeniable wisdom. 

It i upto you 

to maintain the eminence and dignity 

granted to it by the Lord, 

to follow it sincerely, 

ta de justice to its articles of faith and belief, 
to obey implicitly its tenets and orders 

and to give it the proper place 

im your lives”, 
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